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TH  E  Council  for  the  Prifoner  did  fo  plainly  and 
fully  yield  all  that  any  Loyal  Subjedt  has  ever 
pretended  to,  that  in  Cafes  of  extream  Neceffity, 
Self-defence  and  Refiftance  were  Lawful,  and  that 
this  was  the  Cafe  at  the  Revolution ;  that  it  may  not  be  ne- 
eeffary  to  fay  any  thing  further  on  this  Head,  if  it  had  not 
been  that  the  Evidence  they  brought  feemed  to  carry  this  Mat- 
ter much  further,  and  that  the  Prifoner  himfelf  allow' d  of  no 
Exception,  in  Cafes  of  Neceffity.  And  fince  it  is  grown 
to  be  a  vulgar  Opinion,  That  by  the  Do&rine  of  the  Church 
of  England,  all  Refiftance  in  any  Cafe  whatfoever,  with- 
out Exception,  is  Condemn'd ;  I  think  it  is  incumbent  on  me, 
who  have  Examin'd  this  Matter  long  and  carefully,  to  give 
you  fuch  a  clear  Account  of  this  Point,  as  may  as  fully  fa- 
tisfie  you  as  it  did  my  felf. 

I  ferved  in  the  Revolution,  and  promoted  it  all  I  could* 
I  ferved  as  Chaplain  to  the  Late  King  :  I  had  no  Command, 
and  carried  no  Arms,  but  I  was  fo  far  engag'd  in  it,  that 
if  I  could  fee  that  I  had  gone  out  of  the  Way  in  that  (and 
the  many  Up  and  Downs  we  have  gone  thro'fince,  has  given 
much  Occafion  to  refledt  on  that  Tranfa&ion)  I  fhould  hold 
my  (elf  unworthy  to  appear  longer,  either  in  this  Habit,  or 
Jn  this  Great  AfTembly  :  But  fhould  think  my  felf  bound  to 
pafsaway  the  reft  of  my  Life  in  Retirement  or  Sorrow.  There 
is  nothing  more  certain  in  Religion,  than  that  we  ought  to 
tfepent  of  every  Sin  we  have  committed  ;  and  that  we  canncr 
truly  repent,  unlefs  we  repair  and  reftore  as  far  as  it  is  in 
our  Power. 

I  go  now  to  give  you  the  Account  of  the  Dodtrine  of  our 
Church  in  this  Particular.  In  the  Times  of  Popery  it  was 
a  Tenet,  built  upon  Bifhops  fetting  the  Crown  on  the  Heads 
of  Princes,  and  Anointing  them,  that  they  held  their  Crowns 
of  the  Church,  and  at  the  Pope's  Mercy  ;  who  had  for  about 
500  Years  got  into  the  Claim  of  depofing  them,  and  giving 
their  Dominions  to  others,  in  cafe  they  were  Hereticks,  or 
the  Favourers  of  them.  But  the  Reformation  being  in  its  firft 
beginning,  prore&ed  by  the  Princes  of  Germany,  by  the  Kings 
of  the  North,  and  then  by  the  Kings  of  England;  /they  came 
every  where  in  Oppofition  to  to  the  Papal  Notions,  to  fay 
that  Kings  had  their  Power  from  God :  Not  that  they  meant, 
thfti  they  had  any  Diftin&  Authority  befides  the  Law  of  the 
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Land  derived  to  them  from  God  ;  but  by  that  the  Laws  of 
God,  the  Authority  of  the  Law  of  the  Land,  was  fecured  to 
them.*  For  when  a  different  Authority  from  that  of  the  Law 
came  to  be  pretended  ro,  and  to  be  grounded  on  thefe  ge- 
neral Expreilions,  that  received  here  a  Parliamentary  Cen- 
fure,  and  it  was  then  declared  that  the  Laws  of  Religion  in 
the  Scripture  did  only  eftablifli  the  feveral  Conftitutions  and 
Governments  that  were  in  the  different  Parts  of  the  World. 

The  Occafion  that  the  Apoftles  had  to  write  what  we  find 
in  their  Epiftles,  with  relation  to  Government,  was  this ;  The 
Jews  had  a  Notion  among  them  from  a  Paflage  in  Deuterono- 
my, that  they  were  only  to  fet  a  King  over  them,  One  from 
among  their  Brethren,  and  not  a  Stranger.  From  Whence  it  is, 
That  to  this  Day  they  do  not  think  they  are  bound  in  Con- 
science to  Obey  any  Magiftrate,  who  is  not  one  of  their  Na- 
tion. Now  the  firft  Converts  to  Chriftianity  being  Jews,  she 
Apoftles  took  care  that  they  ihould  not  bring  this  dangerous 
Notion  with  them  into  the  Chriftian  Religion  :  But  they  did 
not  meddle  to  determine  where  this  Authority  was  lodg'd, 
that  was  to  be  gather'd  out  of  the  feveral  Conftitutions:  They 
did  not  determine  how  much  was  due  to  the  Emperor,  and 
how  much  to  the  Senate  :  And  tho*  not  long  after  thofe  Epi- 
ftles were  writ,  the  Senate  condemned  Nero  to  dye  More  Ma- 
jorum,  to  be  whipt  to  Death ;  none  of  the  Chriftians  inter- 
pofed  in  that  Matter.  He  prevented  that  infamous  Death  by. 
his  own  Hands  :  And  the  Primitive  Chriftians  reckoned  it  one 
of  the  Articles  of  the  Glory  of  their  Religion,  that  their  firft: 
Perfecutor  came  to  fuch  an  End. 

Not  long  after  that  Trojan  was  fam'd  for  that  memorable; 
Expreffion,  when  he  deliver'd  the  Sword  to  the  Governours 
of  the  Provinces,  as  the  Emblem  of  their  Authority,  he  us'd 
thefe  Words,  Pro  me,fi  merear  in  me;  For  me,  but  if  I  deferve 
it,  againft  me.  That  did  not  weaken  his  Authority :  His 
good  Government  with  that  of  his  SuCceflbrs  for  above  80 
Years,  being  the  greateft  and  happieft  time  the  Romans,  had 
under  their  Emperors.  This  Word  was  put  op  King  James  the 
Firft 's  Coin  in  Scot' and  :  It  is  true,  that  was  during  his  Mi- 
nority $  but  when  he  afterwads  changed  his  Motto,  the  Coin 
was  not  call*d  in,  but  continu'd  Current  till  the  Union. 

The  Primitive  Chriftians  had  no  Laws  in  their  Favour,  but 
many  againft  them  :  So  their  patient  fuffering  fo  many  Peffe- 
cutions  according  to  the  Laws  of  the  Empire,  under  which 
they  liv'd,  was  conform  to  the  Dodtrine  laid  down  by  the 
Apoftles.  When  they  came  afterwards  to  have  the  Protecti- 
on of  Laws,  they  claim'd  the  Benefit  of  them,  not  without 
great  Violence,  when  they  thought  an  Infraction  was  made 
•n  thofe  Laws :  Which  broke  out  into  great  Tumults,  in 
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many  of  the  chief  Cities  of  the  Empire,  not  excepting  the  Im- 
;  perial  City  it  felf. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  Hiftory  of  our  Church :  When  the 
Articles  of  Religion  were  fettled,  the  Books  of  the  Apocrypha 
were  indeed  dedar'd  not  to  be  a  part  of  the  Canon  of  the 
Scripture,  but  yet  to  be  ufeful  for  the  Example  of  Life,  and 
the  InjlruEtion  of  Manners.  A  great  part  of  thefe  are  the 
Books  of  the  Maccabees,  which  contain  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Jews  fliaking  off  the  Yoke  of  the  Kings  of  Syria,  when  they 
were  broke  in  upon  by  a  total  Overthrow  of  their  whole 
Law,  and  an  unrelenting  Perfecution.  Matt  at  hi  ai  a  private 
Prieft  began  the  Refiftance,  which  was  carried  on*  by  his 
Children,  till  they  fllook  off  the  Syrian  Yoke,  and  formed 
themfelves  into  a  free  Government,  under  the  Family  of  the 
Maccabees,  It  were  eafie  to  fhew  that  the  Jews  had  been  for 
above  400  Years  fubjedt,  firft  to  the  Babylonian,  then  to  the 
Perfian,  and  at  laft  to  the  Grecian  Empire :  So  that  by  a  long 
Prefcription  they  were  Subjects  to  the  Kings  of  Syria.  Ic 
were  eafie  alfo  to  fhew  that  this  Refiftance  was  foretold  by 
Daniel,  in  Terms  of  high  Commendation,  and  is  alfo  men- 
tion'd  in  the  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  as  the  Work  and  Effedl 
of  their  Faith.  If  then  all  Refiftance  to  illegal  and  barbarous 
Perfecution,  is  unlawful;  thefe  Books  contain  nothing  but  a 
Hiftory  of  a  Rebellion,  and  all  the  Devotion  that  runs  through 
them,  is  but  a  Cant,  and  inftead  of  reading  them  as  Examples 
of  Life,  and  Inftruftion  of  Manners,  we  ought  to  tear  them 
out  of  our  Bibles  with  Deteftation.  I  fhall  afterwards  (hew 
what  ufe  was  made  of  thefe  Books,  not  only  by  private  Wri- 
ters of  our  Church,  but  by  what  the  whole  Body  in  Convo- 
cation was  about  to  determine. 

The  next  Step  to  be  made,  is,  to  confider  the  Homilies :  The 
Second  Book  of  Homilies,  which  has  thr  Homilies  in  it  a- 
gainft  Wilful  Rebellion,  is  generally  believed  to  have  been 
compos'd  by  Bifliop  Jewell,  who  was  by  much  the  beft  Wri- 
ter in  that  time.  It  is  certain,  he  underftood  the  meaning  of 
them  well :  Now  I  will  read  you  two  Paflages  out  of  his  De- 
fence of  his  Apology  for  the  Church  of  England ;  from  whence 
we  may  clearly  gather  what  his  Notion  of  Rebellion  was,  and 
that  he  thought  a  Defence  againft  unjuft  and  illegal  Violence 
was  not  Rebellion.     In  one  place  he  has  thefe  Words; 

The  Nobles  of  Scotland  neither  drew  the  Sword,  nor  attemp- 
ted War  againfl  the  Prince :  They  fought  only  the  Continuance 
of  God's  undoubted  Truth;,  and  the  Defence  of  their  own  Lives 
against  your  birbarous  and  cruel  Invajions ;  They  remember  d,  be- 
fides  all  other  Warnings,  your  late  Dealings  at  VafTy,  where  great 
Numbers  of  their  Brethren  were  murder*  d,  being  together  at  their 
Prayers  in  the  Clmcb,  holding  up  their  Inmcent  Hands  to  Uera- 
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ven,  and  calling  upon  God.  In  another  place  he  i  writes,  Nei- 
ther do  any  of  ail  thefc  {Luther  Melanchthon)  teach  the  People  to 
rebel  againft  their  Prince :  But  only  to  defend  themfelves  by  all 
lawful  Means  againCt  Opprejfions,  as  did  David  againft  Saul,  fb 
do  the"  Nobles  in  France  at  this  Day,  they  feel^  not  to  /(ill,  but 
tofave  their  own  Lives. 

Thefe  Paflages  fliew  that  he  looked  on  Rebellion  to  be  a 
violent  Riling  againft  a  Prince  executing  the  Laws,  which 
was  the  Cafe  of  the  Three  Rebellions  in  England  that  they 
had  in  view:  That  in  K.  Henry  the  VHIth's,  in  K.Edward's, 
and  in  Q.  Elizabeth's  Time,  where  the  Papifts  took  Arms  a- 
gainft  their  Prince,  who  was  executing  Laws  made  in  Mat- 
ters of  Religion,  and  that  with  a  great  Gentlenefs.  Of  the  , 
Eleven  Paflages  quoted  by  the  Prifoner  out  of  the  Homilies, 
Five  plainly  relate  only  to  the  Coercing  the  Perfon  of  the 
Prince,  in  which  David  is  fet  in  Oppofition  to  thofe  Rebels 
now,  tho'he  indeed  defended  himfelf,  yet  he  had*a  juft:  and 
facred  Tendernefs  to  the  Perfon  of  Saul,  when  he  had  him 
in  his  Power,  which  is  certainly  Sacred  by  our  Conftitution. 
Five  of  them  relate  to  Wicked  Princes.  It  was  never  pre- 
tended by  any  who  pleaded  for  Neceflary  Defence,  that  the 
bad  Life  of  a  Prince  can  be  a  juft  Caufe  of  Refiftance :  Yet 
that  was  then  pretended  ;  for  K.  Henry  VIII.  had  given  too 
much  occafion  to  reckon  him  a  Wicked  Prince.  So  there  is 
only  one  of  all  the  Paflages  quoted  from  thofe  Homilies,  that 
relates  (imply  to  Rebellion  in  general :  And  it  has  appear'd 
what  Bifhop  Jewell's  Senfe  of  the  Matter  was.  There  is  alfo 
a  Prayer  at  the  end  of  every  Divifion  of  the  Homily  againii 
Wilful  Rebellion,  (and  by  the  by  Wilful  was  not  put  in  the  . 
Title  for  nothing)  for  thofe  opprefled  by  Tyranny  in  Ocher 
P^rts,  that  they  might  b£  relieved,  and  that  thofe  vvhQ 
were  in  fear  of  their  Cruelty  mighted  be  comforted. 

Let  us  next  look  thro'  Q.  Elizabeth's  Long  and  Glorious 
Reign,  and  fee  what  was  the  conftant  Maxim  of  that  time. 

The  Year  after  the  Queen  came  to  the  Crown,  the  War  in 
Scotland  broke  out  between  the  Queen  Regent  that  Govern'd 
by  Commifllon,  from  her  Daughter  then  Queen  of  France, 
and  the  Lords  in  Scotland.  She,  to  obtain  the  Mauimomal 
Crown  to  be  fent  to  Frances  the  lid.  gave  Afllirances  for  the 
Exercife  of  the  Reformed  Religion ;  but  that  Point  being 
gaind,  {he  broke  all  her  Promife$,  and refolyed  to  force  them 
to  return  to  the  Exercifes  of  the  Popifh  Religion  :  Upon  which 
the  Lords  of  Scotland  formed  themfelves  into  a  Body,  and 
were  called.the  Lords  of  the  Congregation.  Forces  were  fent 
fromFrviH^to  afliftthe  Queen  Regent;  upon  that  Q,  Elizabeth 
eptredinto  $n  Agreement  with  the  Scottijh  Lords,  and  fent 
aq  Army  to  their  Affifiance,  which  continued  in  Scotland  till 
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all  Matters  were  fettled  by  the  Pacification  of  Leith :  And  in 
a  Marrifefto,  that  I  have  in  my  Hands,  fet  forth  25  Years  af- 
ter that,  I  find  Her  reflecting  on  that  Interpofinon  in  the  Af- 
fairs of  that  Nation  with  great  Satisfaction. 

The  Year  after  this  War  was  ended,  upon  Frances  the  lid's 
T>ezthfCharIes  the  IXth,who  was  a  Cbild,fucceeded  in  France. 
Edi&s  were  granted  in  favour  of  the  Proteftants  :  Thefe  were 
ibon  after  broken  by  the  Triumvirat,  and  upon  that  follow'd 
a  Series  of  Wars  often  pacified,  but  always  breaking  out  a- 
gain,  by  reafon  of  the  Violence  and  Cruelty  of  the  Govern- 
ment. All  thefe  Wars,  till  Henry  the  IVth  was  fettled  on  the 
Throne,  were  in  a  Courfe  of  28  Years,  that  which  fome 
would  call  Rebellion,  being  carried  on  againft  two  fucceeding 
Kings.  Yet  the  Queen  was  in  all  that  time  (till  affifting  them 
with  Men  and  Money. 

In  the  Ye^r  1568.  the  Provinces  in  the  Netherlands  threw 
off  the  Spanijh  Yoke,  that  was  become  intollerably  fevere  and 
cruel     The  Queen  for  fome  Years  affifted   them  more    co- 
vertly, but  when  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  kill'd,  and  they 
were  in  danger  to  be  over- run,  fhe  took  them    more  openly 
into  her  Protection  ;  and  by  the  Manifefto  which    I  have  in 
m    Hands,  She  publiflied  the  Grounds  upon  which   She  pro- 
ceeded.  She  laid  down  this  for  a  Foundation,  That  there  had 
been  an  Ancient  League  not  only  between  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  Princes  of  the   Netherlands,  but  between  the 
Subjedte  of  both  Countries,  under  their  Seals  interchangeably, 
for  all  Friendly  Offices.    If  this  was  a  good  Reafon  for  the 
Queen's  giving  Aid  to  the  Oppreffed  People  of  the  Netherlands, 
then  if  the  Cafe  had  been  revcrfed,  that  the  People  of  England 
had  been  illegally  and  cruelly  oppreffed,  it  furnifhed  the  Prin- 
ces of  thofe  Provinces  with  as  good  a  Reafon  for  affifting 
them.    In  this  Affiftance  given  the  States,  the  Queen  perfift- 
ed  till  the  End  of  Her  Reign  -,  nor  was  this  only  done  by  the 
Court,  but  both  Parliaments  and  Convocations  granted  Her 
feveral  Aids  to  maintain  thefe  Wars :  And  in  the  Preambles 
of  thofe  Subfidy  Ads,  the  Queen's  Proceedings  in  thofe  Parti- 
culars were  highly  approv'd  and    magnify  5d.    Bilfon  Bifhop 
of  TVinchefter,  and  feveral  other  Writers  in  that  time,  juftified, 
what  flie  did  ;  and  not  one  that  I  ever  heard  of  cenfured  or 
condemned  it. 

*  Upon  King  James's  coming  to  the  Crown,  the  firft  great 
Negociation  was  for  a  Peace  between  Spain  and  the  Vnited 
Provinces;  which  lifted  feveral  Years.  The  States  infifted 
on  a  Preliminary,  That  they^fhould  be  Acknowledged  Free, 
Sovereign,  and  Independent  Srates  ^  the  Spaniards  would 
not  yield  to  this,  nor  would  the  States  recede  from  it.  Some 
here  in  England  began  to  fay,  They  were  Form'd  in  Re- 
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bellion,  and  ought  not  to  carry  their  Pretenfions  too  far: 
Upon  that,  King  James  fufFer'd  a  Convocation  to  meet ; 
and  a  Book  of  Canons,  with  relation  to  the  Supream  Au- 
thority, was  prepar'd  ;  in  which,  tho*  the  Authority  of  the 
Prince,  even  when  he  becomes  a  Tyrant,  is  carried  very  far ; 
yet  the  Cafe  of  the  Maccabees  is  Stated  ;  and,  it  was  deter- 
mined, Thar  when  a  new  Government,  tho*  begun  in  a 
Revolt,  is  come  to  a  thorow  Settlement,  it  may  be  owned 
as  Lawful.  King  James,  who  was  jealous  enough  of  the 
Regal  Authority,  yet  did  not  like  their  carrying  thefe  Mat- 
ters fo  far  :  He  order'd  the  whole  Matter  to  be  let  fall  fo 
entirely,  that  there  is  not  a  Word  of  it  in  the  Books  of  Con- 
vocation: Bur  A  rchbifliop  Sancroft  found  this  Collection  of 
Canons  at  Durham,  under  Dr.  Overall's  Hand,  which  he 
Copied  out,  and  Licenfed  the  Book  a  few  Days  before  he 
fell  under  his  Sufpenflon.  I  foon  faw  that  it  had  a  Relation 
to  the  Affairs  in  Holland :  For  the  Dutch  delimited  to  compare 
their  firft  Beginnings  to  that  of  the  Jews  in  Antiochuss 
time :  They  compared  King  Philip  to  Antiochus  Epiphanes, 
and  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  Judas  Maccabaus.  But  I  faw 
much  clearer  into  the  Matter  by  aft  Original  Letter  of  King 
James,  which  a  worthy  Gentleman  fent  me.  I  knew  his 
Hand  well,  the  Letter  is  in  Print ;  but  I  will  read  fome 
particulars  out  of  it.  It  is  Di reded  to  Dr.  Abbot,  afterwards 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  It  begun  with  Cenfuring  fome 
Pofitions  concerning  a  King  in  PofTeflion,  the  fame  with 
our  Modern  Term  of  a  King  de  faUo  :  He  goes  on  in  thefe 
Words,  My  P^afon  of  calling  you  together,  was  to  give  your 
Judgments,  how  far  a  Chriflian  and  a  Proteftant  King,  may 
concur  to  Affifi  his  Neighbours  to  Jhake  off  their  Obedience  to  their 
pwn  Sovereign,  upon  t/je  Account  of  Opprejfwn,  Tyranny,  or  what 
etfeyou  like  to  name  it.  In  the  late  Queens  Time,  this  Kingdom 
Was  very  free  in  Affixing  the  Hollanders  both  with  Arms  and 
Advice  i  ond  none  of  your  Coat  ever  told  me,  that  any  fcruple4 
fibout  it  in  her  I{eign.  Upon  my  coming  to  England,  you  may 
know,  it  came  from  fome  of  your  f elves  to  raife  fcruples  about  this 
Matter  ;yet  I  never  tool^any  notice  of  thefe Jcruples,  till  the  4ffair$ 
0/ Spain  and  Holland  forced  me  to  it,  I  calCd  my  Clergy  toge- 
ther, to  fat  is  fie  not  fo  much  me,  as  the  World  about  us,  of  the 
Jufinefs  of  my  owning  the  Hollanders  at  this  time.  This  I 
needed  not  to  have  done,  and  you  have  forced  me  to  fay,  1  wifh  I 
had  not.  He  refledls  on  thqfe,  who  had  a  great  Averflon  tQ 
the  Notion  of  God's  being  the  Author  of  Sin,  which  plainly 
Points  at  Dr.  Overa'l,  who  was  the  firft  Man  of  Note  among 
us,  thatOppofed  xhzCalvinifis  Do&rine  of  Predestination  ; 
yet  be  fays,  They  had  gone  to  the  Threfhold  of  it,  by  faying,  Thit 
tvm  Tyranny  was  God's  Authority,  andjhotil^  be  Revere/iced  as 
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fuch.     He  concludes,  Thefe  were  edgd  Tools,  and  that  therefore 
they  were  to  let  them  reft,     Here  is  a  full  Account  of  King 
James  %  Thoughts  of  this  Matter,  which  was  then  the  chief 
Subject  of  Difcourfe  all  Europe  over.    He  had  Twelve  Years 
before  this,  fhewed  on  an  Eminent  Occafion,  that  he  owned 
the  States,  when  he  Invited  them  in  the  Year  1 593*  to  Chri- 
ften  his  Eldeft  Son,  Prince  Henry.    They  were  fenfible  of  the 
great  Honour  done  them  by  it ;  and  tho*  they  were  then  but 
Low,  they  fent  an  Embafly,  with  a  noble  Preient  of  Gold 
Plate,  to  AfTift  on  that  Occafion.     This  Negotiation  ftuck 
for  feveral  Years,  the  Spaniards  refufing  to  own  them  in  ex- 
prefs  Words :     The  Temper  found  was,  they  were  treated 
with  (tamquam)  as  with  Free  States  ;  and  the  Matter  went 
no  further  at  that  time,  than  a  Truce  for  fome  Years,  which 
was  Concluded  in  the  Year  1609.     This  lets  us  fee,  That 
the  Words  in  King  J  erne's  Speech  that  Year  to  his  Parlia- 
ment, were  not  chance  Words  that  fell  carelefly  from  him,  A 
Kjng  leaves  to  be  a  Kjng,  and  degenerates  into  a  Tyrant,  as  foon 
di  he  leaves  off  to  Govern   by  Law  :  In  which  cafe   the  King's 
Confcience  may  fpeal^to  him,  as   the  poor  Woman  to  Philip  of 
Macedon,  Either  Govern  fry  Law,  or  ceafeto  be  a  King. 

There  is  another  eminent  Inftance  towards  the  End  of  that 
Reign,  that  (hews  what  the  Senfe  of  our  beft  Divines  was 
in  this  fatter  :  When  the  Archbifhop  of  Tories  Son  and  Mr. 
Wadfworth  had  changed  their  Religion  in  Spain,  Wadfworth 
writ  over  a  bold  Defence  of  that  ;  and  among  other  Things, 
Charged  the  Reformation  with  Rebellion.  This  was  An^ 
fwer  <i  by  one  of  the  beft  Books  of  that  Time,  writ  by  Dr. 
Bedell,  Dedicated  to  the  Prince  of  W ales,  who  afterward* 
Promoted  him  to  a  Bifhoprick.  His  Words  on  this  Head  are 
full :  I  will  read  fome  of  them.  Do  you  thinly  Subjetls  are  bound 
to  give  their  Throats  to  be  cut  by  their  Fellowfubjetls,  or  to  their 
Prince,  at  their  mere  Wills,  againft  their  ownLaws  and  Editls  ? 
Tou  would  kjiow  quo  jure  the  Protefants  Wars  in  France  and 
Holland,  are  juflified,  Firft,  The  Law  of  Nature,  which  not 
enly  alloweth,  but  inctinetb  and  inforceth  every  living  Thing  to 
defend  it  felffrom  Violence.  Secondly,  That  of  Nations,  which 
fermitteth  thofe  who  are  in  the  Protection  of  others,  to  whom 
they  owe  no  more  than  an  honourable  Acknowledgment,  in  cafe 
they  go  about  to  make  themfelves  abfolute  Sovereigns,  and  to 
ufurp  their  Liberty,  to  T{efijl  and  Stand  for  the  fame.  And  if  a 
Lawful  Prince,  who  is  not  yet  Lord  of  his  Subjetls  Lives  and 
Goods,  Jhall  attempt  to  defpoil  them  cf  the  fame,  under  colour  of 
reducing  them  to  his  own  Religion,  after  all  humble  I{emon- 
ftrtnees,  they  mayjiand  upon  their  own  guard,  and  being  a/failed, 
refft  Force  with  Force,  as  did  the  Maccabees  under  Antiochus. 
In  which  cafe  notwithstanding,  the  Perfon  of  the  Prince  himfitf 
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ought  always  to  be  Sacred  and  Inviolable,  as  was  Saul  to  David. 
N  o  Commentary  is  wanted  here, 

My  Lords,  You  fee  how  this  M  atter  ftood  during  King 
James's  Reign.  In  the  firft  Year  of  King  Char  less  Reign, 
Grotms  Book  it  Jure  Belli  (3  Pacts,  was  Publifhd  at  Parti, 
Dedicated  to  the  King  of  France,  while  France  was  under 
the  Adminiftration  of  the  wifeft  and  moft  jealous  Minifter  of 
the  laft  Age,  Cardinal  Richelieu.  In  that  Book,  in  which  he 
afTercs  the  Rights  of  Princes  with  great  Zeal,  yet  he  enume- 
rates many  Cafes,  in  which  it  is  Lawful  to  Refift,  particularly 
that  of  a  total  Subverfion  :  And  that  Book  is  now  all  Europe 
over  in  the  higheft  Reputation  of  any  Book  that  the  Modern 
Ages  have  produced.  In  the  Beginning  of  King  Charles's 
Reign,  a  War  broke  out  in  France,  againft  the  Proteftants; 
upon  which  he  fent  over  Ambaffadors,  by  whofe  Mediation 
a  Peace  was  Concluded ;  but  that  being  ill  kept,  the  War 
broke  out  again  ;  and  the  King  thought  himfelf  Bound  by 
his  Mediation  to  Proredt  the  Proteftants.  So  in  the  Second 
Seflion  of  the  Parliament  1628.  In  the  Demand  of  a  Supply 
that  the  Lord  Keeper  Coventry  made  in  the  King's  Name, 
thefe  Words  are  to  be  found,  France  is  fwayd  by  the  Popifh 
Faction  $  and  tho  by  his  Majefties  Mediation,  there  were  Articles 
of  Agreement  between  that  Kjng  and  his  Subjetls,  that  Treaty 
hath  been  broh,  and  tbofe  of  the  Reformed  Religion  will  be  ruined 
without  prejent  Help.  Upon  this  the  Commons  petitioned  the 
King  for  a  Faft,  and  defircd  the  Concurrence  of  the  Lords, 
who  join'd  with  them  in  it.  The  King  granted  ir,  and  an 
Office  was  Compos'd  fuicable  to  the  Occafion  ;  in  which 
among  other  Devotions,  the  Nation  was  direded  to  pray  for 
all  thofe,  who  here  or  elfe-wherc  were  fighting  Gcd*s  Battels  and 
Defending  his  Altars,  Thus  the  whole  Body  of  the  Legifh- 
ture  did  concur  for  a  Faft  for  thar,  which  if  this  Doctrine  is 
true,  was  no  better  than  Rebellion ;  and  yet  the  whole  Na- 
tion, Clergy  and  Laity  were  requir'd  to  Pray  for  Succefs 
in  it. 

But  to  compleat  this  View  of  the  Do&rine  of  our  Church,- 
it  is  to  be  confider'd,  That  when  a  Year  before  this,  while 
the  Loan  or  Benevolence  were  carried  on;  fonne  officious 
iDivines  made  ufe  of  thofe  Expreffions  of  Kings  having  their 
Power  from  God,  as  importing  ah  "Authority  of  a  Nature 
Superior' to  the  Laws  of  the  Land.'  One  of  thefe,  Dr  Man* 
waring,  was  Impeached,  and  had  a  fevere  Sentence  paffed  on 
him  for  it.  So  I  have  now  made  irour,  beyond  I  hope  the 
poflibility  of  Contradi&on,  that  for  70  Years  together,  from 
1558,  to  1628,  the  Lawfulnefs  of  Self-defence  in  the  Cafe 
of  Illegal  and  Violent  Cruelty,  was  th'ePublick  and  Conftant 

Dodrine  of  this  Church. 
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Thefe  were  the  beft  and  happieft  times  of  oyr  Church,  as 
is  often  repeated  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  :  From  thefe  we 
ought  to  take  the  Standard  of  our  Do&rine. 

I  go  next  to  fhew  what  was  the  common  Do&rine  for  the 
next  60  Years,  from  1 628,  to  1 688.  I  muft  yield  up  the  firft 
twelve  Years :  For  upon  the  unhappy  Mifunderftanding  be- 
tween the  King  and  that  Parliament,  there  was. a  long  discon- 
tinuance of  Parliaments,  then  the  lately  Condemned  Do&rine 
was  again  in  Vogue ;  and  nothing  was  fo  much  heard  of,  as 
the  Law  of  Government  that  was  from  God,  Antecedent  to 
all  human  Laws :  Out  of  this  fprung  illegal  Imprifonments, 
illegal  Monopolies,  fevere  Proceedings  in  the  Star-Chamber, 
but  above  all,  the  Ship- Money.  Thefe  things  put  the  Nation 
in  an  Univerfal  dif- jointing  and  feeblenefs.  And  when  an 
unavoidable  ncceflity  forced  that  King  to  call  a  Parliament, 
the  fatal  EfFe&s  of  thofe  Councels  broke  out  terribly.  I 
know  many  fancy,  that  the  War  is  to  be  charged  on  the 
Principles  of  Self-defence :  They  are  much  miftaken.  I  had 
occafion  to  fee  a  great  way  into  the  Secret  of  that  time,  when 
I  examin'd  the  Papers  relating  to  the  two  Dukes  of  Hamilton. 
I  knew  a  great  deal  more  finee  from  two  Perfons  of  unque- 
stionable Integrity,  who  knew  the  Secrets  of  that  time,  the 
Lord  Hollis,  and  Sir  Ha) bottle  Grimftone ;  but  all  receivd  a 
full  Confirmation,  when  I  found  it  agreed  perfe&ly  with  the 
noble  Account  given  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

No  Body  dreamt  of  a  War,  nor  had  they  any  Principles 
leading  to  it.  But  there  was  an  unhappy  Train  of  Accidents 
that  hindred  Matters  from  being  brought  to  a  Settlement, 
even  while  the  King  was  granting  all  they  could  defire.  Sto- 
ries were  carried  by  Perfons  about  both  the  King  and  Queen, 
of  words  let  fall,  that  made  them  conclude,  there  were  ftill 
ill  Defigns  on  foot,  againft  the  Laws  that  were  then  paffed. 
But  that  which  brought  all  to  a  Crifis,  was  the  Difcovery  of 
a  Negociation,  to  engage  the  Army  to  Declare  againft  the 
Parliament.  Whofoever  compares  the  Depofitions  in  I{u/h- 
worth,  with  the  Account  given  of  that  Matter  by  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  will  fee  there  is  a  great  deal  more  in  the  one, 
than  the  other  is  willing  to  believe;  tho' he  acknowledge? 
they  had  both  Gorings  Evidence,  and  Pierc/s  Letter  with 
them.  I  will  not  take  it  upon  me  to  determine,  whether 
they  believ'd  too  much,  or  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  too  little. 
It  is  certain,  they  believed  all  that  was  in  the  Depofitions, 
^nd  a  great  deal  more  :  For  Goring  being  continued  in  the 
Government  of  Portfinouth,  and  his  Father  being  advance4 
from  being  a  Baron  to  be  an  Earl,  and  Piercys  being  made  a 
Lord,and  Matter  of  the  Horfe  to  the  P.  of  Wales,  made  then} 

conclude  they  had  fupprefled  a  great  deal,  inftead  of  faying 
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more  than  was  true.  This  ftuck  deep  in  their  Hearts,  and  at 
laft  fatally  broke  out  in  the  Demand  of  the  Militia,  that 
brought  on  the  War,  which  I  do  own  was  plainly  a  H*beUion9 
becaufe  a  Force  was  ofTer'd  to  the  King,  not  to  defend  them- 
felves  from  an  unjuft  Invafion,  or  illegal  Grievances,  but  to 
extort  a  new  Law  from  him. 

Thus  the  true  Occafion  of  the  War,  was  a  Jealoufie,  that 
a  Condudt  of  1 5  Years  had  given  too  much  ground  for  ;  and 
that  was  ftill  unhappily  kept  up,  by  a  fatal  Train  of  Errors  in 
every  ftep  that  was  made.  The  great  Concuffion  that  the 
War  gave  the  Nation,  and  the  barbarous  EfTufion  of  fo  much 
Blood,  efpecially  of  the  Royal  Blood  of  that  Blefled  KING, 
had  at  laft  a.  happy,  tho*  a  late  Conclufion  in  the  Melioration  : 
And  it's  no  wonder,  if  fuch  a  Series  of  Tragical  Events,  begot 
a  general  Horror  at  the  Occafion  of  them.  But  then  it  was, 
that  had  it  not  been  for  the  Firmnefs  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon 
to  his  Englijh  Principles,  the  Liberties  of  the  Nation  had 
been  deliver'd  up.  • 

It  is  to  his  Memory,  that  we  owe  our  being  a  free  People  ; 
for  he  with  his  two  great  Friends,  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and 
the  Earl  of  Southampton,  check'd  the  forwardnefs  of  fome 
who  were  defirous  to  load  the  Crown  with  Prerogative  and 
Revenue.  He  ftopt  all  this,  which  being  afterwards  odioufly 
reprefented,  brought  on  him  that  great  and  lafting,  but  ho- 
nourable Difgrace.  The  Earl  of  Southampton,  whofe  Death 
vyent  a  little  before  his  Fall,  and  perhaps  haftned  it  the  fooner, 
faid  to  many  about  him,  that  he  was  a  true  Proteftant,  and 
an  honeft  Englijh-man  ;  and  that  the  Nation  would  feel  the 
Effects  of  his  being  removed,  whenfoever  it  might  happen. 

That  Lord,  in  the  great  Settlement  after  the  Reftoration, 
would  carry  things  no  farther,  than  to  repeal  what  bad  been; 
extorted  by  the  Tumults;  and  in  the  matter  of  the  Militia- 
A&,  and  the  Oaths  relating  to  it,  all  was  more  cautioufly 
worded, than  is  commonly  underftood.  To  the  Word  Qommif- 
jiorid  by  the  Kjng,  fome  indeed  moved,  that  the  word  Law- 
fully migh:  be  added,  to  make  all  plain.  This-  was  prefs'd 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Vaughan,  afterward  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common-Pleas.  The  Attorney  Genera!s 
afterwards  Lord  Chancellor  Nottingham,  anfwer'd,  Thae 
was  not  neceflary  ;  for  the  word  Ccmmifjion,  imported  it ; 
irtice,  if  it  was  not  Lawfully  iflued  our,  to  Lawful  Perfons, 
and  for  a  Lawful  Reafon,  it  was  no  Ccmmijjion  ;  and  the' 
whole  Houfe  aflented  to  this ;  yet  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the 
fame  word  Lawfully  was  prefled  to  be  added  by  the  Earl  of 
Southampton,  who  was  anfwer'd  by  the  Earl  or  Avglcfey  to 
the  fame  purpofe,  with  what  had  been  faid  in  the  Houfe  of 
Comipons,  He  indeed  infifted  to  have  the  wo^l  added,  be- 
1       ':  caufe 
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caufe  it  would  clear  all  Difficulties  with  many,  who  not  ha- 
ving heard  of  the  Senfe  given  in  both  Houfes,  might  fancy, 
that  any  fort  of  Commiflion*  beisg  granted,  it  would  not  be 
Lawful  to  refift  it.  He  did  not  prevail;  for  it  was  faid,  That 
this  Explanation  being  the  Senle  of  both  Houfes,  it  would  be 
foon  fpread  and  known  over  the  Nation.  In  this  Senfe,  it  is 
certain,  that  it  is  not  Lawful  to  take  Arms  againft  any  fo 
Commiffion'd  by  the  King;  for  that  were  to  take  Arms  againft 
the  King's  Commiflion  in  the  Execution  of  the  Law,  which  is 
certainly  a  refilling  the  Ordinance  of  God,  tp/j/cA  vohofoever 
do,  they  fh all  receive  to  themf elves  damnation.    ■ 

It  was  no  wonder,  if  after  fuch  a  War,  the  Do&rine  of 
Non-I{efi fiance  was preachd  and  prefs'd  with  more  than  or- 
dinary Warmth,  and  without  any  Exceptions  ;  yet  fome  ftill 
kept  thefe  in  view;  fodid  both  Dr.  Falkjier  and  my  felf ;  and 
I  know  many  others  had  them  always  in  their  Thoughts,  tho* 
they  did  not  think  it  neceffary  to  mention  them. . 

I  found  the  ill  etfe&s,  tfiat  the  carrying  this  Matter  fo  far, 
had  on  the  Mind  of  that  Unfortunate  Prince,  King  James  ; 
for  in  the  Year  1673,  when  he  was  pleas'd  to  admit  me  to 
much  free  Converfation  with  him,  among  many  other  things, 
J  told  him,  it  was  impoifible  for  him  to  Jirign  in  quiet  in 
this  Nation,  being  of  that  Religion  ;  he  antwer'd  me  quick, 
Docs  not  the  Church  of  England  maintain  the  Dodrine  of 
Non-I{efiftancc  and  Paffivc  Obedience  ?  I  begg  d  of  him  not  to  . 
depend  on  that  ;  for  there  was  a  diftin&ion  in  that  matter, 
t'.iat  would  be, found  out  when  Men  thought  they  needed  it. 
i  now  co;ne  to  tell  your  Lord fliips,  how  right  I  judged.  — 

It  is  true,  they  pafs'd  a  very  pompous  Decree  at 
Oxford  1683.  but  you  fhall  hear  how  long  they  flood  to  it. 
In  Summer,  1686,  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  pleas'd  to  re- 
ceive me  into  his  Service  with  a  particular  Confidence.  Soon 
afrcrtheEcclefiaftical  Commiflion  wasfet  up,  and  upon  fome 
Proceedings  before  that  Board,  he  was  defir'd  from  England 
t3  break  with  King  James  upon  that  Head.  I  oppofed  this, 
and  faid,  I  was  convinced,  that  Commiflion  was  againft  Law, 
and  would  have  ill  effects,  but  it  did  not  ftrike  at  the  whole. 
This  was  more  warmly  preffed  upon  the  Proceedings  againft 
Mtgdalcne  College.  I  ftill.  flood  to  my. ground  ;  and  told 
both  Prince  and  Prince  fs,  That  if  a  Breach  fliould  follow  on 
rhefe  Matters,!  could  not  fcrve.  When  indeed  the  Declaration 
was  publiih'd  a  fecond  time,  with  a  Refolution  to  have  it 
carried  through  ;  and  that  many  Laws  were  difpen  fed  with 
at  pleafure  ;  and  Perfpns  who  were  under  legal  Difabilities, 
were  made  Judges,  Sheriffs  and  Magiftrates ;  all  whofe 
Actings  were  fo  many  Nullities :  Then  I  thought  here  wa$ 
z  total  Subverfion  of  our  Conftitution  •  which  from  being  a 
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Legal  one,  was  made  precarious,  {iibje&  to  mere  Will  and 
Pleafufe.     So  I  was  ready  to  ferve  in  the  Revolution. 

Some  Days  after  we  came  to  Exeter,  Sir  Edward  Seymour 
came  thither,  and  he  prefently  fent  forme:  When  I  came 
to  him,  he  asked  me,  Why  were  we  a  Rope  of  Sand,  and 
had  not  an  Affociation  ?  I  faid,  Becaufe  we  had  not  yet 
a  Man  of  his  Weight  to  begin  the  Motion  :  He  faid,  If  we 
had  not  one  by  to  Morrow,  he  would  leave  us  before 
Night.  I  prefently  faw  a  Noble  Duke  now  in  my  Eye, 
and  acquainted  him  with  this ;  He  went  to  the  Prince,  who 
approving  of  it,  an  Affociation  was  prepar'd,  and  laid  on 
the  Table  next  Morning  ;  and  was  after  that  Signed  by  all 
who  came  to  wait  on  the  Prince.!  Three  days  after  we  left 
Exeter ,  a  Head  of  a  College  came  to  the  Prince,  to  invite  him 
to  come  to  Oxford,  affuring  him,  that  the  Univerfity  would 
declare  for  him.  He  went  as  near  it  as  Abingdon,  but  then 
the  jfudden  Turn  of  Affairs  at  London  obliging  him  to  haft 
up,  the  Affociation  was  fent  thither,  and  was  Signed  by  the 
Heads  of  the  College,  and  many  others  there  ;  fome  doing  it 
in  a  particular  Warmth  of  Expreffion,  and  faying,  That  their 
Hearts,  as  well  as  their  Hands  went  with  it.  Upon  what 
Difappointments  or  other  Views.  I  cannot  tell,  this  Contra- 
diction to  their  famed  Decree,  five  Year  after  it  was  made, 
feem'd  to  take  another  Turn  back  to  it  again  ;  and  the  No- 
tion of  a  King  defaBo,  which  is  but  a  lofter  Word  for  an 
Ufurper,  came  in  Vogue. 

The  Parliament,  to  prevent  the  ill . Effects  of  that,  ftudied 
to  fecure  the  Government,  Eirft,  by  an  Affociation,  and  then 
by  an  Abjuration.  I,  who  w«is  always  againft  every  thing 
that  might  break  in  upon  Confcience,  was  for  making  thefe 
only  voluntary  ;  but  they  were  Enatfied,  and  they  were  ge- 
nerally taken.  A  Nobie  Lord  on  the  Earls  Bench,  procured 
me  the  Sight  of  a  Letter,  that  went  about  to  perfuade  the 
taking  the  Abjuration,  that  he  had  from  a  place  where  he 
believed  it  had  it;s  Effe<5t ;  where  I  found  this  Diftin&ion, 
That  the  Abjuring  any  Right  whatfoever  that  the  Pretender 
might  claim,  was  only  meant  of  a  Legal  Right,  and  that  it 
had  no  Relation  to  Birth-Right,  or  ro  Divine  Rjght.  This  a- 
greed,  with  a  Report  that  went  then  current,  ThataPerfon, 
in  a  great  Poft,  fent  a  Meffage  to  an  Honourable  Gentleman, 
who  would  not  take  the  Abjuration,  that  if  lie  had  an  half 
Hours  Difcourfe  with  him,  he  doubted  not  to  be  able  to 
convince  him,  that  he  might  take  the  Abjuration,  without  de- 
parting from  any  of  his  Principles.  Towards  the  End  of  the 
laft  Reign,a  bold  Attempt  was  made  on  the  King's  Suprema- 
cy, by  an  Incendiary,  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  no  fmall  Share 
in  this  Matter  new  before  yourJLordPaips :  But  the  Attack  on 
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the  Supremacy  being  liable  to  a  Premunire,  it  was  turn'd 
with  much  Malice,  and  manag'd  with  great  Prevarication 
againft  the  Bifliops,  who  adhered  firmly  to  their  Duty  to  the 
King.  How  great  a  Disjointing  that  has  brought  on  this 
Church,  is  too  vifible  all  the  Nation  over,  and  it  tends  to 
carry  on  the  wicked  Defign  of  diftrading  the  Church,  and 
undermining  the  Government. 

By  the  time  the  Queen  was  on  the  Throne,  or  foon  after 
the  s^ehearfal  beganto  be  fpread  over  the  Nation,three  of  them 
a  Week,  which  continu'd  for  Seven  Years   together,  to  be 
Publilh  d  without  Check  or  Controul ;  It  was  all  thro'  one 
Argument  againft  the  Queen's  Right  to  the  Crown  ;  that,  tho' 
it  was  diversified  with  Incidents  and  Digreflions,  was  kept  al- 
ways in  View.     The  Clergy  were  in  many  Places  drawn  in- 
to Subfcriptions  for  this  Paper.    This  look'd  like  a  Defign 
long  conniv  d  at,  to    have  the  Queen's  Title  undermin'd  : 
Befides  this,  we  had  a  Swarm  of  Pamphlets  every  Year  to 
the  fame  Purpofe,and,as  was  believed,  writ  by  the  fame  Hand. 
One  fold  at  the  Door  of  the  Houfe,  with  the  Title  of  King 
Williams  Exorbitant  Grants,    did  plainly  call  him  an  Ufur- 
per;  andftarting  an  Objection  againft  the  Queen's  poffeffing 
the  Throne,  gave  it  this  Anfwer,  That  Ihe  did  well  to  keep 
it  till  (he  could  deliver  it  up  to  the  Righteous  Heir.    At  that 
time  there  was  qukk  Profecution  of  a  Paper  publifh'd,  with 
the  Title  of  The  Shortefi  Way  with  the  Dijfenters  ;   and  upon 
that,  I  brought  that  Pamphlet  to  a  great  Minifter,  and  offer'd 
to  fliew  him  this  Paffage  in  it,  to  fee  if  there  flxould  be  a 
Profecution  of  this  Order'd.  He  turned  from  me ;  fo  whither 
he  heard  me  or  not,  I  cannot  tell :  I  am  fure,  if  he  fays  he 
did  not,  I  will  believe  him.    No  Profecution  follow'd,  and 
the  Rehearfal  went  on.    The  Clergy  in  many  Places,  met  at 
a  Coffee-Houfe  on  Saturdays,  to  Read  the  Rehearfals  of  the 
Week,  which  had  very  ill  Effe&s  in  moft  Places.   I  know  it 
may  be  faid,  That  the  Queen's  Learned  Council  ought  to 
have  look'd  after  thefe  things  :    But  we  all  know,  that  they 
ftay  till  they  receive  Orders  from  the  Miniftry.    The  Courfe 
of  that  Treafonable  Paper  has  been  now  for  fome  time  ftopr, 

fo  we  fee  there  is  fome  Change  in  the  Miniftry.  ■ 

But  to  compleat  the  Infolence  of  the  Enemies  of  the  Queen 
and  of  the  Proteftant  Succeffion  ;  they  had  the  Impudence 
to  give  it  out,  That  the  Queen  fecretly  favour'd  them :  And 
as  this,  we  all  know,has  been  long  whifper'd  about  among  us, 
fo  it  was  more  boldly  given  out  in  Scotland,  which  oblig'd 
one  of  the  Queen's  Minil^ers  in  that  Parliament,  in  a  Speech 
that  was  Printed,  to  contradict  this  treafonable  and  difhonou- 
rable  Suggeftion,  that  as  feme  Divines  would  have  it,  that 
there  was  in  God  aSeqpt,  as  well  as  a  ReyeaTd  Will^and  that 
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thefe  might  be  contrary  to  one  another  ;  fo  they  would  fafteni 
an  Imputation  on  the  Queen,  that  while  (he  revejfl'd  her  Will 
one  way,  (lie  had  a  feeret  Will  another  way ;  which  he  fo* 
lemnly  affirmed  ro  be  falfe,and  highly  Injurious  to  the  Queen. 
While  the  Pamphlets  and  thefe  Reports  were  thus  fet  a- 
I  bout,  Mr.  Hoadly  thought  that  it  became  him  to  affert  the 
Queen's  Title,  by  juftifying  the  Revolution,  out  of  which  ic 
rifes.  But  what  an  Outcry  was  rais'd  on  this,  that  one  durft 
difturb  the  Progrefs  of  a  wicked  Opinion,  that  was  vifibly. 
defign  d  to  overturn  the  Government :  And  yet  he  afferted 
nothing,  but  what  the  Council  for  the  Prifoner  did  all  fully, 
and  plainly  own,  That  in  the  Cafes  of  extream  NeceflityV 
an  Exception  to  the  Do&rine  was  to  be  admitted,  and  that 
that  was  the  Cafe  at  the  Revolution. 

But  as  thefe  Notions  have  been  long  let  run  among  us  ;  fo 
they  have  appeared  in  a  moft  violent  and  unguarded  Manner, 
ever  fince  the  Attempt  of  the  Pretender,  and  more  of  late, 
fince  the  Preleminaries  upon  the  Overtures  for  a  Peace,  feems 
to  extinguifh  their  Hopes.  What  Sermons  on  this  Head  are 
preach'd  in  this  City,  at  Affizes,  ztBatb,  and  at  many  Cathe- 
drals. Furious  Men  fit  themfelves  with  fome  hot  Sermons,' 
which  they  carry  about  from  place  to  place,  to  poifon  the 
Nation.  This  has  not  only  the  vifible  EffeA  defigned  by  it,  of 
fhaking  many  in  their  Allegiance  to  the  Queen,  and  in  their 
adhering  to  theProteftant  Succeffion  ;  but  it  has  a  curfed  EffecSfc 
on  many  others,  on  whom  this  their  Defign  does  not  fucceed. 
I  am  very  fenfible  there  is  a  great  deal  of  Impiety  and  In- 
fidelity now  fpread  thro*  the  Nation  :  This  gives  every  good 
Mind  all  poflible  Horror;  but  I  muft  tell  your  Lordfhips,  on 
what  a  great  Part  of  it  is  founded  ;  for  fince  my  Converfation 
with  Wilmoty  Earl  of  fiochefter,  I  have  had  many  Occafions  to 
!  difcourfe  with  Perfons  tainted  with  thofe.  wicked  Principles, 
I  and  I  do  affirm  it,  that  the  greateft  Prejudice  thefe  Perfons 
j  have  at  Religion,  at  the  Clergy,  and  at  the  Publick  Worfliip 
of  God,  is  this,  that  they  fay,  They  fee  Clergy-men  take  Oaths, 
and  ufe  all  Prayers,  both  Ordinary  and  Extraordinary  for  the 
Government,  and  yet  in  their  A&ings  and  Difcourfes,  and  of 
late  in  their  Sermons,  they  fhew  vifibly  that  they  look  another 
way  ;  from  whence  they  condude,They  are  a  Mercenary  Sore 
of  People  without  Conscience. 

I  hope  there  are  not  many  that  are  fo  corrupted  and  fofcan- 
dalous:  I  am  fure  I  know  a  great  many  that  are  far  otherwife, 
who  Preach,  Speak  and  A&  as  they  Swear  and  Pray ;  but 
thofe  who  a&  in  another  way,  are  Noifie  and  Impudent,  and 
fo  bring  an  Imputation  on  the  whole  Body  ;  an4  unlefs  an  ef- 
fedual  Stop  is  put  to  this  Diftemper,  it  is  not  polftble  to  fore- 
fee  all  the  ill  Confequences  that  may  follow  upon  it. 

I  have 
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I  have,  I  am  afraid,  wearied  your  Lordfhips;  but  I 
thought  it  was  neceffary,  once  for  all,  to  enlarge  copioufly  on 
this  Argument :  And  rtow  to  dome  dole  to  the  Article,  and 
the  Sermon,  for  I  meddle  not  at  all  with  the  Perfon  of  the  Man  ; 
Whatever  general  Expreffions  might  very  well  have  been  ufed, 
in  fetting  forth  Paffive  Obedience  and  Non-Refiftance  before  the 
Revolution,  becaufe  odious  Cafes  ought  not  to  be  fuppofed, 
and  therefore  are  not  to  be  named  ->  yet  fince  Refinance  was 
ufed  in  the  Revolution,  and  that  the  late  King  invited  all  the 
Subjeds  to  join  with  him,  which  was  in  them  certainly  Jle- 
fiftance  ;  and  fince  the  Lawfulnefsof  the  Revolution  is  fo  much 
controverted,  the  condemning  all  Refifiance  infuch  crude  and 
general  Terms,  is  certainly  a  Condemning  the  Revolution:  And 
this  is  further  aggravated  from  thofe  Limitations  on  our  Obe- 
dience, in  an  Adt  paft  foon  after  the  Revolution,  by  which,  in 
Cafe  our  Princes  turn  Papifts,  or  marry  Papifts,  the  Subjects 
are  in  exprefs  Words,  difcharg'd  from  their  Allegiance  to 
them.  Certainly  this  puts  an  End  to  the  Notion  of  Non-Re- 
fifiance  in  any  Cafe,  or  on  any  Pretence  whatfoever:  For  thele 
Reafons,  1  think  the  firft  Article  of  this  Impeachment,  is  both 
well  grounded,  and  fully  made  out. 


FINIS. 


